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In memoriam Květa Smoláriková 
(1. 9. 1961 Šurany – 21. 5. 2024 Prague)

Ladislav Bareš

On May 21, 2024, Květa Smoláriková, Assistant Professor in Egyptology at the Faculty of Arts 
of Charles University and a long‑time member of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, passed 
away. Born in Šurany, she spent her youth in the village of Komjatice, where her family had 
settled for several generations. The position of Komjatice, situated almost exactly half‑way 
between Nitra and Šurany, two well‑known and important archaeological localities,1 might 
have influenced her choice of future life and career and oriented her towards archaeology. 

1	 Nitra as an archaeological locality has a very rich history (see e.g. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Nitra; last accessed on June 17th, 2024). Zámeček, a site in the local part of Šurany, called Nitrianský 
Hrádok, has been dubbed „Slovak Troy“ because of the number and importance of archaeolocal 
finds coming from this site (see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nitriansky_Hradok; last accessed 
on June 17th, 2024).

Fig. 1  Květa Smoláriková at Abusir (Archive 
of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, photo 
M. Frouz)
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Already during her school years, at secondary school, she started working as a volunteer during 
archaeological excavations in the vicinity of Komjatice. Later on, having finished secondary 
school, she started working at the Institute of Archaeology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences 
in Nitra as a technician and documentarist. Those several years, spent in such a job in the team 
of Anton Točík,2 one of the leading personalities of Slovak archaeology at that time, added 
much to her knowledge and ability in that work and became a starting point for her long and 
successful career in archaeology.

In 1985, she unsuccessfully applied for admission to the study of archaeology at the Faculty 
of Arts of Charles University in Prague. Although her knowledge and ability were excellent 
without any doubt, she was not admitted to the study due to the constraints set up by the then 
regime, such as “numerus clausus” above all. One year later, in 1986, she tried her luck again 
and, at that time, was admitted to the Faculty and started to study Classical Archaeology and 
General History. Three years later, in 1989, when the study of Egyptology was opened again 

2	 On the life and activities of Anton Točík (1918–1994), see e. g. Bátora et al. (2018).

Fig. 2  Květa Smoláriková documenting a fragment of a Greek amphora found in the tomb of Iufaa in 
2001 (Archive of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, photo K. Voděra)
Fig. 3  Květa Smoláriková with reis Ahmad el‑Kereti during the work in the tomb of Iufaa in 2001 (Archi‑
ve of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, photo K. Voděra)
Fig. 4  Květa Smoláriková copying the text on the inner side of the lid of the inner sarcophagus of Iufaa 
in 2004 (Archive of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, photo K. Voděra)
Fig. 5  Květa Smoláriková documenting faience vessels from the burial shaft of Wahibremeryneith in 
2022 (Archive of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, photo K. Arias)
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after a long pause, she changed from History to that discipline and thus became a member of 
a group of very promising future Egyptologists, counting among her class‑mates Miroslav 
Bárta, Jozef Hudec, Jaromír Krejčí among others.

She finished her studies successfully in the shortest time possible, graduating from 
Classical Archaeology in 1991 and from Egyptology in 1994. In 1993, i.e. still being a student, 
she took part in the archaeological work of the Czech mission at Abusir, namely in the shaft 
tomb of the famous dignitary Udjahorresnet (Smoláriková 1999). Already at that time, she 
chose a specialization in pottery, which remained her main field of interest throughout her 
life and scientific career. From the very beginning, she most successfully benefitted from the 
knowledge obtained by the study of Classical Archaeology and soon became internationally 
renowned for her publications dealing with Egyptian pottery dating to the First millennium 
B. C. E. (Smoláriková 1997; Smoláriková 2016b) and Graeco‑Egyptian relations including 
Greek imports to Egypt predating Alexander the Great (Smoláriková 1994; Smoláriková 2001; 
Smoláriková 2002; Smoláriková 2004; Smoláriková 2007; Smoláriková 2010b; Smoláriková 
2010c; Smoláriková 2014c). At the same time, her first archaeological season in Egypt, spent 
in excavating the sepulchre of Udjahorresnet, become a starting point for her long‑life inter‑
est and engagement in the excavation of the Saïte‑Persian cemetery at Abusir, which, in her 
opinion, belonged to a group of mighty and influential military leaders of the 6th century B. 
C. E. Egypt (Bareš – Smoláriková 1997; Bareš – Smoláriková 2008; Bareš – Smoláriková 2011; 
Coppens – Smoláriková 2009; Smoláriková 2013b). Her long‑time activities in excavating 
sepulchres of generals and admirals at Abusir might have brought her to a deep interest in 
the Egyptian military and military affairs of the mid‑first millennium BC, which resulted in 
a book and a number of studies (Smoláriková 2006c; Smoláriková 2008a; Smoláriková 2013a; 
Smoláriková 2015; Smoláriková 2016a; Smoláriková 2023a).

Květa Smoláriková was active not only at Abusir, but on a number of other archaeological 
sites in Egypt and Sudan as well. Her work in the oasis of Bahriya was limited by the unsuitable 
situation in the area (Kučová – Smoláriková 2014; Smoláriková 2014d). For a number of seasons, 
between 2004 and 2009 and in 2011, she was a member of the British Museum mission at Kom 
Firin in the western Delta, headed by Neal Spencer (Smoláriková 2006d; Smoláriková 2008b; 
Smoláriková 2008c; Smoláriková 2014a; Smoláriková 2014b); later, she refused his offer to 
work with that mission at Amada in Sudan. Starting from 2015, and until the very end of her 
life, she took part in the Polish‑Slovak excavations at Tell el‑Retaba in the eastern Delta, led 
by Sławomir Rzepka and her former class‑mate Jozef Hudec (Smoláriková 2019a). Together 
with the Slovak archaeological mission, she spent several archaeological seasons also in Sudan, 
excavating at the site of Duweim Wad Hajj (Hudec et al. 2019; Hudec et al. 2021; Hudec et al. 
2022; Smoláriková – Hudec 2021).

In her research, she concentrated on ancient Egyptian pottery and Greek imports to Egypt, 
but largely published on the history and development of the Late Period shaft tombs, those 
situated at Abusir above all (Smoláriková 2006b; Smoláriková 2010c; Smoláriková 2010d; 
Smoláriková 2017; Smoláriková 2020; Smoláriková 2022; Smoláriková – Bareš 2020; Bareš et al. 
2022). Due to a number of embalmers’ deposits that had been unearthed in the Late Period 
Abusir shaft tombs, she devoted special attention to that feature of Egyptian funerary ar‑
chaeology (Smoláriková 2006a; Smoláriková 2009a; Smoláriková 2009b; Smoláriková 2010a; 
Smoláriková 2019b; Smoláriková 2023b). Her bibliography counts more than one hundred 
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works (including four monographs) that she wrote or co‑authored. Sadly enough, some of her 
research projects, including the complete final publication of the embalmers’ deposit found 
in 2021 in the tomb of Wahibremeryneith at Abusir, perhaps the largest embalmers’ deposit 
known from Egypt at the moment, have remained unfinished.3 

Throughout her entire life, Květa Smoláriková was deeply dedicated to her work. Her ability 
and efforts were acknowledged and appreciated by not only other members of the mission, 
but by our Egyptian colleagues as well, be it the inspectors of the Antiquities Organization, or 
local workmen and their foremen from Saqqara and Abusir. For all of them, “doktoorah Kfeeta” 
was a permanent symbol and synonym of hard work, knowledge and efficiency. Everybody 
knew that she was able to spend – without the slightest word of complaint or any sign of 
discontent – the entire working time (except perhaps for a short midday break) in the burial 
chambers or embalmers’ deposits cachettes situated deep under the ground and accessible 

3	 She was lucky enough to finish the basic documentation of that unique find, counting more than 370 
large storage jars and amphorae, during her last season at Abusir in spring 2023 (see also Bareš et al. 
2022; Smoláriková 2023b and Bareš et al. 2024).

Fig. 6  Květa Smoláriková during the excavation in the embalmers’ deposit in the tomb of Wahibremery‑
neith in 2021 (Archives of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, photo P. Košárek)
Fig. 7  Květa Smoláriková documenting large pottery storage jars from the embalmers’ deposit of Wahib‑
remeryneith (Archive of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, photo K. Arias)
Fig. 8  Květa Smoláriková preparing to descend to the burial chamber in the tomb of Djehutiemhat (Ar‑
chive of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, photo P. Košárek)
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only by shaky ladders, documenting the precise finds in detail. And to continue her work in 
total solitude for weeks and weeks. At the same time, during the breaks she always enjoyed 
the little delights that working in the field brought – the unforgettable tea, dubbed “whisky 
Abouseiri” because of its dark colour and density and, above all perhaps, the excellent coffee, 
carefully prepared by the long‑time guardsman Sayyed Abu Ghazzal, still remembered by the 
members of the Czech mission at Abusir as “omdah” or “Abu Inti” (Bárta et al. 2020).

Květa Smoláriková was not only a renowned researcher but, at the same time, an excellent 
teacher much respected and beloved by her students. From 1999, she gave a number of lectures 
on the later periods of ancient Egyptian history, on Egyptian material culture (pottery above 
all) and on the contacts between ancient Egypt and the Greek world, not only in Prague, but 
in other places as well. In 2011, she was promoted to the position of Assistant Professor at the 
Faculty of Arts of Charles University. In addition to that, she was an enthusiastic lecturer to 
the general public, participating in a series of presentations about ancient Egypt or Classical 
Antiquity in Prague, Bratislava and many other places.

Among her colleagues, Květa Smoláriková was famous for her – rather English‑like – sense 
of humour, and her e‑mail messages starting with “Ave” and ending with “Cordiallement, Květa” 
were famous and will always be remembered. At the same time, she was dedicated to sport, 
karate above all, but to classical music and opera as well. When in Cairo, she kept a close eye on 
the programme of the Cairo Opera and always was ready to drop in at the box‑office there and 
get tickets for not only herself but for any other member of the mission ready to accompany 
her there. At the same time, she was an enthusiastic traveller, who crossed not only Egypt, 
Czechia and Slovakia. She was brave enough to make – quite alone – long trips even to Libya 
(resulting in a book dedicated to the heritage of the Classical Antiquity there, Smoláriková 
2006e) and Iran, and also visited China. Sadly enough, her desired trip to India, planned in 
spring 2024 and almost completely prepared, had to be cancelled because of her illness.

Perhaps the best ever characteristics of Květa Smoláriková – her life and deeds, as well 
as her attitudes to the world around her – can be found in a poem dedicated to her memory 
that Anthony Arias composed in the moment when the sad news about her departure had 
reached him:

Fig. 9  Květa Smoláriková saying farewell to the tomb of Djehutiemhat at the end of the 2023 season at 
Abusir (Archive of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, photo P. Košárek)
Fig. 10  Květa Smoláriková (fourth from right) among other members of the mission enjoying a lunch 
break (Archive of the Czech Institute of Egyptology, photo M. Frouz)
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Three Camels (for Květa)

Continue, you must continue
And reaching me you are re‑done
World and wonder
Melodies and memories

Feel the feather blow

Then continue, you must continue
Then here with me you will become
Form and feature
Breath and a heartbeat

Only the jackal knows

Then continue, you must continue
And the rest of me will give you one
Touch and time
Body and belief

And into the west you go

Then as you may,
Continue

 …

As such, Květa Smoláriková will stay in our hearts and memories forever.

Fig. 11  Květa Smoláriková and three camels during a coffee 
break at Abusir (Archives of the Czech Institute of Egyptolo‑
gy, photo P. Havelková)
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